
 

 

MEDIA INFORMATION  

IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Edinburgh International Festival Fringe Prize 2009 

Winners Announced 

 

The three winners of the Edinburgh International Festival Fringe Prize 2009 have 

been announced today (Monday 31st August), and are as follows: 

• The River People  

• David Leddy  

• Inspector Sands  

 

Our prize, awarded this year to three of the most innovative theatre makers 

appearing at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe 2009, takes the form of an invitation to 

present a work in progress as part of the Edinburgh International Festival’s Behind 

the Scenes programme in 2010. 

 

Festival Director Jonathan Mills said: ‘By all accounts it has been a fantastic year for 

the Fringe especially for theatre, I am excited by the recommendations. I’ve met with 

the groups and I am impressed by the descriptions of their work. I am looking forward 

to a broader engagement with them in 2010.’    

 

With their gothic puppet play, Lilly Through the Dark, The River People conjure a 

theatrical world infused with myth and fairytale, which appeals to both adults and 

children alike. The River People are based in Hampshire and formed in 2004 with the 

aim of creating accessible, innovative and original performance work. 

 

Glasgow based playwright and director, David Leddy is a leading specialist in site 

specific theatre in Scotland. His production of White Tea, set in a tiny Japanese 

tearoom, invites its audience to wear paper kimonos and drink tea during the 



performance which combines live storytelling with video and photographic 

projections. David has been awarded a Scotsman Fringe First 2009 for White Tea 

and Susurrus, which are presented as a double bill at Assembly Rooms venues.  

 

Is That All There Is, devised by the award winning Inspector Sands theatre company, 

is a blistering comedy drama about a couple on the brink of marriage. Inspector 

Sands is committed to creating outstanding, playful and compelling theatre which 

provokes and entertains. 

 

Edinburgh International Festival Director Jonathan Mills has chosen the winners of 

the prize based on the recommendations of the judging panel. On the panel this year 

were Graham Whybrow, former Literary Manager of the Royal Court Theatre, 

London; Lyn Gardner, theatre critic, the Guardian; Tony Reekie, the Director of 

Imaginate – the Bank of Scotland’s Children’s International Theatre Festival; Mary 

Brennan, dance critic, The Herald; and Sally Hobson, Head of Programme 

Development at the Edinburgh International Festival. 

 

Theatre company Belt Up (nothing to see/hear) were the winners of the Prize in 

2008. At Edinburgh International Festival 2009, Belt Up presented an intimate 

workshop Léasspell in The Hub placing the audience at the centre of the 

performance. 

- ENDS - 

 
For further information please contact the Edinburgh International Festival press 
office on 0131 473 2020 or press@eif.co.uk  
 
 
Notes to Editors:  
 
Behind the Scenes at Edinburgh International Festival provides a platform for 
companies developing new work with an opportunity for feedback from an audience 
and support in development as well as offering insights in to the creative processes 
behind Festival events. 
 
2009 is the third year of the Edinburgh International Festival Fringe Prize. Edinburgh 
International Festival Director Jonathan Mills has chosen the winners of the prize 
based on the recommendations of the judging panel.  
 
 


